


and constructive in the many scientific disputes on the documents involved and take her 
own position on the most important ones. 

The second part is the most contributing to the habilitation thesis of Dr. Kostova. 
Here she demonstrates her qualities as a promising researcher of the Bulgarian medieval 
past in the broad Balkan context and the achievement gives reason to expect her further 
works. Here, I will note in passing the contributions of the habilitation work on the role and 
place of the Dubrovnik consuls in the Balkans, as well as on the duties paid by foreign traders 
in the Balkans, and in particular in the Bulgarian lands. 

The third part is devoted to two figures in Bulgarian medieval history, for which 
source material examined by Elena Kostova allows to better reconstruct their biographies. 
These are Queen Anna-Neda and Nicola Bulgarina, to whom Dr. Kostova recently dedicated 
her report to an international conference, organized in the beginning of December 2019, 
organized by the Institute for Historical Studies at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences and 
not indicated in the documents for this competition. 

As in her other studies, as well as in the habilitation work, Dr. Elena Kostova has 
shown a scrupulous attitude towards the source material and a critical attitude towards the 
achievements of the scientists who worked before her in the same field. This allows her to 
draw reasoned conclusions and offer realistic restorations of our medieval past - all qualities 
inherent in an already established scientist. 

If we look at the other components required by the Law on the Development of the 
Academic Staff of the Republic of Bulgaria, we would see that Elena Kostova has sufficient 
scientific production, created in the period after the defence of her doctoral dissertation and 
published in authoritative publications. The scientific community has noticed works of hers 
and their quotes show that they were not only noticed, but also used for work by colleagues 
at home and abroad. I have already said that Dr. Kostova's scientific contributions are 
available, and what she has stated in her contribution record is plausible and well reflected. 
Her scientific production fully complies with the minimum requirements for the academic 
post of Associate Professor, which the table presented by the candidate according to the 
model of the law proves. 

All of the above gives me reason to strongly support the election of Senior Assistant 
Elena Marinova Kostova in the academic post of Associate Professor, for which I will also 
vote at the closing meeting of the Scientific Board for this competition. 
  
 
Sofia, 12.12.2019 
 
 
        (Iliya Iliev, Prof. DSc) 




