


The exposition in the three chapters and their paragraphs is balanced and the division is
well grounded both chronologically and thematically. However, it seems redundant to me the
three-level division: chapter, sub-chapter, section.

Chapter One shows a very good knowledge of the sources, a measured and focused
emphasis on details and a very good independent analysis with clear author's own theses, which
is difficult for young researchers to achieve. A bridge is built between the analysis of the
collapse of Eastern European structures and the study of the beginning of their formation against
the background of ongoing similar processes in the Western European space under the auspices
of the USA. The part presenting the military doctrines of NATO and the Warsaw Pact
Organization is well developed. The theory of nuclear deterrence is analyzed. That strategy,
although born in the West, was followed by both blocs throughout the Cold War period after
the USSR acquired nuclear war potential.

Against the background of the dialogue between Moscow and Washington, the author
presents and analyzes the concerns that were forming in Bulgaria as early as 1988 regarding the
possibilities of guaranteeing the country's security, given the predictions of its asymmetrical
disarmament compared to Greece and Turkey (p. 57). In general, the skillful combination in
the analysis of data deriving from documentary sources and scientific research is impressive.
In this sense and approach, the vacuum (military and political) in which Bulgaria remained in
the process of the actual disintegration of the Warsaw Pact Organization is very well outlined.

An important element of the analysis in Chapter One is the study of the contradictions
within NATO in the 1990s over the American role through NATO in shaping the European
security system under the new circumstances of the collapse of the Soviet bloc. The dynamics
of decisions in NATO regarding the organization's future role for European cooperation and
security are very well revealed, including through the prism of the resurgent "German question"
and Washington's desire to guide the development of processes in Europe through NATO.

In the context of the outlined main challenges for determining the approaches and
mechanisms for guaranteeing the future of European security as a whole and of the individual
countries, the Second chapter examines specifically the Bulgarian motives for the reorientation
of the country towards NATO membership in the period up to 1993. This process is skillfully
analyzed against the background and as a function of the general internal political debates and
discussions on the country's foreign policy. The study logically identifies the Partnership for
Peace initiative as a bridge to NATO's expansion to the East. The conclusion is motivated that

the signing of Bulgaria's accession to the Program by the Bulgarian President in February 1994






The submitted Abstract meets the requirements and reflects the content of the
dissertation work. The doctoral student has also fulfilled all requirements for research activity,
as well as with regard to mandatory educational courses and examinations.

On this basis, I strongly recommend to the respected members of the Scientific Jury to
award Hristiyan Yotov the educational and scientific degree “PhD in the field of higher

education 2. Humanities, Professional field 2.2. History and Archelogy”.
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