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On the Occasion of the 100th Anniversary of
Diplomatic Relations between Bulgaria and Egypt

The exhibition is part of the joint research project “Beyond the Boundaries of Time and Space: Bulgaria and Egypt in the Dynamics of Transformations in the
Middle East”. The project is being implemented during the period 2025-2027 by the Institute for Historical Studies at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences and
Damanhour University under a bilateral agreement between the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences and the Egyptian Academy of Scientific Research and

Technology (Project No. IC-EG/10/2025-2027).
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In 1926, Bulgaria and Egypt established formal diplomatic relations. This act was preceded by centuries of coexistence
across a vast region stretching from the Volga River through the Balkans to the western parts of Asia Minor. Traces of
this shared cultural and historical heritage have been the subject of long-standing research in Bulgaria and Egypt.
Written and material evidence of this shared journey beyond the boundaries of time and space has been disseminated
in the 20th and 21st centuries. Knowledge of "the other" forms the foundation for mutual understanding and the

search for new ways of cooperation.
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Opuenraackmn oraea Ha
Hammonaanara ounomoreka "Cs. cB. Kupna
n Mertoanit", OAK, 94/73. Permcrep Ha
aKbHAXKUNTe (2eKO BbOpPBXKeHa KOHHUIIA,
cbCTaBeHa OT A00poBOAIVM) OT BUAAETUTE

Hosa 3aropa, Kaszamapkx, Crapa 3aropa,
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Lot fuaosr ol YMEHT OT r. Ha mppBata

Aot e CTpaHMIIA € TIPemmC OT 3aIl0Bea Ha CyATaH

M 4__,;,,&#, Mexmea Bropn 3aBoeBaTe st 3a

/?"' For = uy 238 peKpyTUpaHeTO Ha aKbHAXWUM OT BceKu 30

G iy KBIIYM Ha MIOCIOAMaHM ¥ HEMIOCIOAMAaHM OT
Tt g

CIIOM€HaTHTe aAMNHNCTPATUBHU € AVIHVITV B

Tpaxmst.

Oriental Department of the National Library "St. Cyril and Methodius”, OAK, 94/73.
Register of akancies (a lightly armed cavalry unit of volunteers) from the vilayets of Nova
Zagora, Kazanlak, Stara Zagora, Plovdiv, Haskovo and Chirmen. The register is an excerpt from
a document from 1472 that has not been fully preserved. On the first page is a transcript of an
order of Sultan Mehmed II the Conqueror regarding the recruitment of one akanct from every
thirty Muslim and non-Muslim houses from the mentioned administrative units in Thrace.
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fo Devlet Arsivleri Bagkanlig
' Osmanli  Arsivi, Istanbul
(DABOA), Tapu tahrir defteri
77. Onuc Ha eTyMa MOHacu
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Devlet Arsivleri Baskanligr Osmanli Arsivi, Istanbul (DABOA), Tapu
tahrir defteri 77. Inventory of five monks from the monastery at the church of
Petrich above Stanimaka (nowadays Asenovgrad) and the land property of the
monastery, which had special status as a waqf of the monastery.
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Devlet Arsivleri Baskanligi Osmanli Arsivi,
istanbul (DABOA), Tapu tahrir defteri 498.
Omic Ha MaHacTMpa IIpM IbpKBaTa
Ilerpm4a Hag CTaHMMaKa B e AViH BaKb(PCKI
peructbp ot 1570 r.,, Korato B MaHacTHpa
JKIBee Al TpUHajeceT MOHacH, a
nosemMaeHaTa COOCTBEHOCT Ha MaHacTUpa u
cTagata OT OBHe, OTraexXJaHm 3a
MaHacCTHpa, ca Bede 00A0KeHM C AaH'bIIN.

Devlet  Arsivleri  Baskanligt  Osmanli
Arsivi, Istanbul (DABOA), Tapu tahrir defteri 498.
An inventory of the monastery at the Petrich church
above Stanimaka in a waqf register from 1570, when
thirteen monks lived in the monastery, and the
monastery’s land property and the flocks of sheep
raised for the monastery were already taxed.
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Devlet Arsivleri Baskanlig:
Osmanli Arsivi, Istanbul (DABOA),
MAD 01273. IIppBaTa cTpaHMIIa
Ha peruncTrbp 3a CbOupaHe Ha
AaHbKa AXH3vie oT
HeMIOCIOAMaHITe B payioHa Ha
IlaoBaus ot 1108 r. mo Xmaxpa
(1696-1697 r1.).

Devlet Arsivleri Baskanhigr Osmanl
Arsivi, Istanbul (DABOA), MAD
01273. The first page of a register for the
collection of the jizya tax from non-
Muslims in the Plovdiv region from 1108
AH (1696-1697).
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Devlet Arsivleri Bagkanligt Osmanli Arsivi, Istanbul
(DABOA), MAD 03604. ITbpBaTa cTpaHMIla Ha aBapwus
perucTbp OT 1695 r., KOMTO IpeAOCTaBsi IIOAPOOHa
nHPOpManusl 3a AeMOrpaCKOTO ¥ MKOHOMITYECKOTO
CbCTOsSIHME Ha MIOCIOAMaHCKOTO ¥ HEMIOCI0AMaHCKOTO
HaceaeHMe OT pernoHa Ha IlaoBans.

Devlet Arsivleri Baskanli§r Osmanli  Arsivi, Istanbul
(DABOA), MAD 03604. Devlet Arsivleri Baskanhigr Osmanl
Arsivi, Istanbul (DABOA), MAD 01273. The first page of an
Avariz register from 1695, which provides detailed information
about the demographic and economic status of the Muslim and non-
Muslim population of the Plovdiv region. The register includes the
names and properties of officials of the Muslim religious cult,
participants in various military units, as well as Orthodox priests
from the town of Plovdiv and the villages in the region.



In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the Bulgarian government and private entrepreneurs continued to
develop political and commercial relations with the Middle East, focusing primarily on Egypt. In 1911,
Bulgaria established a Consulate General in Alexandria. For the first time the two countries opposed each
other during the First World War. According to Kamen Velichkov, “Following Britain’s unilateral Declaration
of February 28, 1922 on Egypt’s independence, Bulgaria dispatched its new Consul General Mr. Pancho
Dorev to Alexandria. He managed to re-establish the official relations, to promote bilateral economic

exchange and to revive the shattered Bulgarian community”.

JIurepatypeH cBdT

On 29 March 1930, the journal “Literary World” published Pancho Dorev’s
article “Arab Historians on the Proto-Bulgarians”, which was reprinted in
issue no. 90 of the same journal in December 2016.

Source:

“Literary World”journal, Issue 90, December 2016
https://literaturensviat.com/?p=126438

Pancho Dorev https://literaturensviat.com/?p=126441




The following sections of this virtual exhibition trace Egyptian-Bulgarian relations through press images, situating them
within the broader transformations that shaped the Middle East throughout the 20 and 21st centuries. Drawing on an
expanding Bulgarian and Arabic press archive, it hlghllghts diplomacy, culture, economics,and political change.
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During the interwar years, Bulgarian-Egyptian relations developed within a shifting international order marked by
state formation, political realignment, and cultural exchange. Press materials from this period show Bulgaria
becoming more visible in Egyptian journalistic and intellectual circles through diplomatic contacts, official visits,
and regional developments. The covert visit of the former Bulgarian king to Egypt further illustrates how the press
could transform a political episode into a symbolic narrative, revealing not only facts but also the ways events were
framed, perceived, and emphasized.

Publicationsreflect, inter alia, the geopolitical rivalries of the interwar period.
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Al-Helal, 1 April 1931 Gal) L il clle 8 . L
The former King of Bulgaria and Al-Helal, 1 February 1933 pladly dondd Lyl clle Lo 2y S0 e Blalde

o ) ‘ Bernard ~ Shaw ~ in  Egypt. Ferdinand,  former  King of Rosa Al-Youssef, 11 June 1934
Gkl de JB o Cls g () daad JSL L jlady ella According to published reports, Bulgaria According to the publication, the King of
Rosa Al-Youssef, 5 June 1928 the  ex-King  of  Bulgaria, On 1 February 1933, it was Bulgaria prepared a theatrical surprise
The King of Bulgaria eating cow brains  Ferdingnd, arrived at Cairo reported that the ex-king was for his people and the rest of the world,
and Station on 24 February 1931. spending his summer holiday in by pretending that the kingdom and the

kebab by the roadside, Cairo, Fuad St. Upper Egypt. regime were in danger.



Follqwing the signir.lg of the Paris Peace Treaty, Egypt was among the first states with which Bulgaria restored diplomatic
relations in 1947. This demonstrates that the two governments considered each other promising partners in the rapidly changing

landscape of international relations after the Second World War. In 1948, Bulgaria reopened its embassy in what it believed to be
the most important country in the Middle East.

By the mid-1950s, Bulgaria and Egypt had developed their economic partnership. F )
The number of press articles about the partner state and nation increased, covering a ”’;,;i‘ff;jga“;’ Eramer
range of topics from politicsand economics to sportsand culture. A A s it owpia not

29 maili B Anexcanapus Geme OTKpHTa no-
CTOAHHA H3J103#6a HAa OBArapcHKH IPOMMIL-
nenu usaenmns. Ha OTKpHUBAHETO NpHuch=
CTBYBaXA CTHINETCKHAT MHHHCTBP Ha Thpro-
BHATA M HHAyCTpHATA A-p Xacan Mapeii,
ryGepuaTopbT Ha AJIeKCaHApPUA, npeace-
AaTeaHTe Ha THBProBCKHTE naJjJard B Haifipo
1 AJCKCaHAPHA, OTrOBOPHH CBTPYAHH- ||
nu Ha MHHHCTEPCTBara Ha THpProBMs-
Ta B UHHAHCHTE, WICHOBEe Ha AHNJOMATH-
YEeCKOTO THJIO Ha4eJao C IocCJaHHKa Ha
(alala} N THBProBCcKHTE npeacraBMTeaN Ha
NPHUATEJCKUTE CTPAaHH, BHAHH THProBun#a H
cronaHckH aenaTenn or Halipo u AJexcaH-
ApuAa, MPeACcTABHTEN M Ha 1edara, IIbJaIHO-
MOLHHAT MHHHCTHP Ha HP Bearapuasa B
Ersner Huxona LaBpHJIOB M CAYHATEAH B
6parapcKaTa JierauHs H ThProBCKOTO npena-
CcTABHTEJICTBO.

HanomxGara 6e OTHKpUTa OT MHHHCTHBPA
Ha THProBpusaTa. C.nen TOBa roBOpPH II'bJAHO-
MOIIHHAT MHHHCTHLP Iaspunos, xoifirto za-
nosHa INpHCcbhBCTByBalnHuTe C ycnexure, I1o-
crurHara z3a 10 roauaua B Hamara crpasHa,
B HI3ITBKHA, Y€ HuajoéaTra HuMa 3a nen na
zarsspaAA THBProBcKuTe BpPbHB3KHU Memny
nsere crpaHda. OdupHaJHHTE JAHIAa B ro-
cTH pasriaejgaxa HaJoieHHuTe NMPOHU3BEICHHN
HAa OBJIrapcKaTa NMPOMHINJESHOCT H H3pas3Hxa
BBE3XHIIEHHUETO CH OT €eHKCIIoOHaATHTe, HaxKkTo
M OT XYJAOH{ECTBEHOTO odopMIaeHuEe HaA H3-
noxkGara. B KHHrara 3a BHOeHaTIEHHA MH-
HHCTHBP'HT Ha THProsBHaATa HanHuca: ..I'Ipous-
BeEeHuATAa Ha P Bearapdasi npencraBiasia-
Bar pati-no6Hp H3pas3 Ha INOCTHTHATHA Npo-
rpec. Ho H3nox6HUTe HMaT MHOIO IO-LIHPO-
Ka ey — Te ChACHCTBYBAT 34 YCTAHOBABA-
He Ha MHPHH OTHOIIEHHA MEMAY HAPORHUTE,
M OMUBSIBAL
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B. ,Hapoana kyarypa”, 16 asryct 1958 r.
IIbTenmmcen penoprax ot Erurer,

Cupmst i AuBan
Narodna Kultura Newspaper, 16 August 1958
Travelogue from Egypt, Syria and Lebanon B. ,PaborHiriecko aea0”, 31 mari 1955 r.
Ly 5 e ol jbpa gpacad) 46 51 Source: CpoOmenme 3a ObAarapcka HpoOMMILAeHA

Rosa Al-Youssef, 17 January 1955
Egypt-Bulgaria (1:0) match in Cairo
of 1955

https://newspaper.kultura.bg/bg/archive/view/1958 MSAO)K_Ga g
Rabotnichesko Delo Newspaper, 31 May 1955
Announcement regarding a Bulgarian industrial
ad exhibition in Egypt



On 26 July 1956, Egyptian President Gamal Abdel Nasser announced the nationalisation of the Suez Canal Company.
He stated that Egypt would make every effort to enforce the modemization of the country, including through
industrialisation and raising the standard of living.

Of particular importance to Bulgaria was the Egyptian president’s stated
intention to speed up the country’s industrialisation by diversifying its
foreign policy and economic ties with countries in the Soviet bloc. The
Bulgarian press emphasised these objectives and reported on Bulgaria’s
diplomatic and political support for Egypt during the Suez Crisis of

summer and autumn 1956.

HHUTO Ha cujiata»
Pey na npesudenma na Ewunem Hacop

: N
«HAma ja ce MOAYHHHM HHTO Ha poJjapa, !m

lara Ha NHCTHTe H HA

, 24 wu (TACC). Juec 8 My- | np
cro!\?:r E,—onpe:wpa:xmg Ha K)aﬁpo — ce Cb- | BCHUKH OHe3H, KOHTO HCKAT la HH OTHemar
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HA 1D nerp same B Eruner n B Herosoro Onjeie. AKo
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1" Me, ue HAKOra HAMa fla MO3BOJHM HA HM-
Tpesunentsr Hacwp mponssece pev, B | neppaiucTHTE Aa YCTAHOBAT MOJNHTHYECKO,
KHOATO NOJYePTa BAMHOCTTA HA HHAYCTPHA- | BoeHHO WJI¥ HKOHOMHYECKO TMOCHOACTBQ HAJ
NH3AIMATA HA CTPAHATA, KOATO Wle OCHTY- [yac. Hue mAMa Na Ce MOTUMHHM HHTO HA
D HKOHOMHYECKA HC3ABHCHMOCT, e ChAeH- | nomapa, HuTo Ha CHAaTai Eraner we ycnee
CTBYBA Nl C6 YBENHYH MPOH3BOICTBOTO H A2
Cé NOBHINE MKHIHEHOTO DABHHINE HA HACe-
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B. ,PaGoTHM4Iecko aeao”,2510amn1956r.

Peuna Hacep3a ctpemesxa Ha Ermrier
KbM ITbAHA He3aBUCIMOCT U
MHAaycTpuaansanys Ha cTpaHaTa
Rabotnichesko Delo Newspaper, 25 July 1956
Nasser's speech on Eqypt’s struggle for full
Independenceand

theindustrialisation of the country

"PABOTHHMHUECKO NENOC

| EraneT HAmMo!
Pes na mpeswdenma

B. ,PaGoTH1Muecko aeao”,28 10am 1956r.
CpoOI1meHNte 3a HaIlMOHAaAV3aIMsITA Ha
CyenkmsiKaHaa

Rabotnichesko Delo Newspaper, 28 July 1956
Announcement regarding the nationalisation of
the Suez Canal

,:" TycT ce CBCTOA MHOPOJNIONEH MHTHHT Ha
| paGOTHHIIMTE H CIYKEIHTe 0T NeTPOJHHTS
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Ezunemcxusm newam 3a Jens na Konemumyyusma
Ha Hapodua penybauxa borzapus

HAH:O,A 8 zxef{emsp}z (BTA), %ecmwlrapxm. Becraur ,Hypran n'Emunr® o
uute ,An Axpam“ u Hypran n'Emunr

Bisotrs cuotinasts 1.l o HOH_]Mecm Ha IbPBA CTPAHHIA CHHMKA Ha Jpy-
cruTymEATa Ba Hapogsa penyGmika Bwn- | 8P BBiko Yepsenros, 1

-

B. ,PaboTtHm4uecko geao”,10 aekemspu 1955 1.
Ernnercknsat nedar 3a AeHs Ha Koncrurynmsra

Ha bbarapus

Rabotnichesko Delo Newspaper, 10 December 1955
Egyptian media coverage of Bulgaria’s Constitution Day

MuTHHT Ha erumeTckuTe
_ TpyZely ce :
* KAWPO, 6 astyer (TACC). Ha 5 an-

woMmaruy B Eraner, yyacTHHIHTe B ROHTO

BaABHXA, Y@ TOAKPenAT €HHOAYIIHO pele- |

HHETO Ha €CHNETCKOTO MpasHTeCTBO Aa
HAIHOHATHBHPA KOMNAHHATA HA CyemKHs

Kanai.
Muranrsy 6 OTKDHT OT YNpPaBIIABAIUA
ErHIeTCKOTO METPONHO KOONEepaTHBHO APY:
seerBo Maxwmynq @axmu, Tol npuaosa
BCHYKH PAOOTHHIH M CAYMEUH fa Chaeh-
CTBYBAaT ¢hC CBOS TPYA 33 yKpenBaHe Ha
EKOHOMHYECKATa MOLl HA CTpaHata.
‘YyacTHHUHTE B MMTHHTA IIpHeXa De3o-
MONHA, ¢ KOATO H3pasABAT ,I'bAHA TOA-

Kpena HAa JielicTBiATa Ha mpesujenta Ha-

B. ,,PaboTHIMYIeCKO ageao”,
8 aBrycr 1956.
CpoO1meHMe 3a MMTHUHT Ha
ernIeTCKNTe TPy Aelin

ce B IIOAKpeIla Ha eTUIIEeTCKOTO
IIPaBUTEACTBO
Rabotnichesko Delo Newspaper,
8 August1956
Announcement of a rally by
Egyptianworkers in support

of the Egyptian government.



In August and September 1956, the Bulgarian press published reports from various countries backing the
nationalisation of the Suez Canal. This created the impression that a massive anti-Western wave was sweeping the
world. The Bulgarian media also supported the Egyptian government’s actions. Sofia provided press coverage of
Cairo’s stance at the London Conference, where options for resolving the crisis financially and politically were
discussed. The Egyptian ambassador Ahmed Abdel Migid arrived in Bulgaria at the height of the crisis, on 12 August
1956. '
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. OrcronAenne Ha KOMOHNAAH3MA W HMREpHAAKIMA ot Aums
B. ,PaGoTHM4ecko aeao”,13 aBrycr 1956 r. % G ey i omei

HallHOHATH-

CpoOmieHne 3a IpUCTUTaHe Ha €TUIIeTCKIS MOCAAHMK B COpuist| gz oumims I 0o

. pectark ,TeplayMan”
Rabotnichesko Delo Newspaper, 13 August 1956

Announcement of the Arrival of the Egyptian Ambassador in Sofia

OEKJTIAPAILHHA

na TipaBuTescTBOTO Ha Hi peny B
BBLB BpB3Ika ¢ pemennero Ha Eruner na

OO0pbpmenne Ha Hacbp kbM
erMIIeTCKMsI HapOA
ApyIure apadOCKy HapOAn
Nasser’s address to the Eqyptian
people and other Arab nations

B. ,PaGoTHIYecKO geao”, 7 asrycrt 1956T.
CpoO1eHs 3a mogKperia 110 cBeTa 3a
HarmoHaan3armsita Ha Cyenknsi KaHaa

B. ,PaGoTHIUECKO ae10”, 14 o " | 5 Rabotnichesko Delo Newspaper, 7 August 1956
aBrycT 1956 r. Aexaapanys o LEREALENIED) Reports of worldwide support for nationalisation of

Rabotnichesko Delo Newspaper, noaxkpemnaHa Erumer the Suez Canal
14August 1956 Statement by the Bulgarian government in support of EQypt




The Bulgarian press published the official statement of the Bulgarian government condemning the military attack by
Israel, the United Kingdom and France on Egypt in autumn 1956. The press also reported on the statement made by the

Bulgarian representative to the UN in support of Egypt. Citing Egyptian sources, the Bulgarian media also emphasised
the determination of the Egyptian people to defend their country.

B. ,PaboTHU4ecko aeao”, 4 HoeMBpu
1956 .

»/04y IpecTbIIHUTE PbIle Ha
arpecopmure”

Rabotnichesko Delo Newspaper, 4
November 1956

“Down with the criminal hands of the
aggressors!”

H
uyecKara arpecus. Ha CHHMKara:
AUTeJIHATa apMHA Ha THOeT

B. ,PaboTHnuecko geao”,10 Hoemspm 1956 1.
»,EINIIeTcKaTa MaajeXx e B ITbPBUTE peANIN Ha
repomyHara OopOa Ha eIMIeTCKMs Hapoj 3a
OTCTOsIBaHe CBOOOJaTa ¥ He3aBMCMMOCTTa Ha
CBOsITAa pOAMHA Cpelly MMIlepMaAcTdecKaTa
arpecusi. Ha camMkara: /JeBomkm-Ooiiiy OT
HapOAHOOCBOOOauTeaHaTa apmmsi Ha Ermmier”
Rabotnichesko Delo Newspaper, 10 November 1956
“Egyptian youth are at the forefront of the heroic
struggle of the Egyptian people to defend their
homeland’s  freedom and independence against
imperialist aggression.” Pictured: Female fighters from
the Eqyptian People’s Liberation Army.

cpemy Ernuer-

HIO PFIOPHK, 5 noemspu (BTA). Ha 3
cenaHueTo Ha H3BBbHpeaHara cecusa Ha O6
noTo curbpanue Ha OOH Ha 4 HOEMBDH
SBaArapckuaT npexacrasuresn n-p Hersp By-
TOB ce u3Kkasa 3a arpecusara cpemy Era-
ner. HaTo HanpasBH nperjiel Ha TmoOcCaea-
aHTEe CcbO6uTHA B CpeaHHsa H3TOK, Toii 3an-
BH: ,B cBera HAMa YOBEK CbC 3ApaB o
JIUTHYECKH yM, KOHMTO Ja He MOmKe aa pas-
Gepe HCTHHCKATa IeJ Ha  Aarpecopure.
Hspaeackara arpecusa cpemy Eruner ama
ABe rJIaBHH HeJH — I'bPBO, Aa 3arpabu ¢
romouiTa Ha AHraHAa u DpaHuHA erHnercKs
TEPHTOPHA H, BTOPO — Ja TNOANOMOrae aH-
CJ10-PPEHCKHTE HMOEPHATHCTHICCKH JI-
gosBe 3a NOBTOPHO 3arpab6sane Ha Cyew
«Hst KaHama“.

Cnen xaTo pasobiHYH AuneMepHHTe ap
CYMEHTH Ha arpecopuTe 3a HanajgeHuero
cpewly Eruner, O'BJArapCKHAT NPEeACTABH-
wTeJ 3asaABH, Y€ HApoAHTe BrApBAT B OOH n
ge BbIPeKH crpemexa Ha HMOEepHaJIHCTH-
YecCKHTE KpBrose Aa noAaxomaAT OCHOBHUTE
ga OOH, Tasu WspBa O poAa CH MeXay-
HaponHa opraﬂnsannﬁ e B CbhCcTOAHHMEe Aa
¢ce HamecH M Aa NPHHYAH arpecopure A8
gauurar Xaprara Ha . .

Hskazsane nHa npenﬂasﬁenn §
#a HP Bearapus sa arpecmara
a

Haxkpaa A-p ByToB npouere mnpea cb:
GpanueTo JEKNapanusaATa Ha NpaBUTEACTBO.
10 ma HP BBJarapaa OTHOCHO arpecusra
! Erdner 4 3asdBH, Y€ M0 NOPBYCHHS
CBOETO TPABHTEJCTBO INe Jaje B Ay
TAasH AeKJapanHa BCECTPAHHA 0

H 3a npexparsiBaHe Ha
AelcTBHA H. He3a0aBHO  OTTERJAE
e BOHCKH OT Eerdnercka T«

B. ,PaGotHmuecko ageao”, 6 HOeMBpU
19567T.

,VI3kasBaHe Ha IIpejAcTaBUTeAsl Ha
bbarapns B8 OOH 3a arpecusita cpemty

Ervmier. Ilerbp ByToB pa3o0anmum
,AVIIIeMepHITe aprymMeHTH Ha
arpecopure”

Rabotnichesko Delo Newspaper, 6 November
1956

“Statement by Bulgaria’s representative to the
UN on the aggression against EQypt. Petar

Vutov denounced the ‘hypocritical arguments
of the aggressors.”



The Bulgarian Communist Party's newspaper, Rabotnichesko Delo, published articles reporting widespread Bulgarian
backing of Egypt in the face of aggression. Such support was declared by labour unions and ordinary workers in

Kazanlak, Burgas and Mihailovgrad, among other Bulgarian cities. During the years of the communist rule in Bulgaria,
rallies were organised by the authorities.
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| MUXAMJIOBIPAL, ;‘3 HOGMBEPH >(l!op | B
sa ,Padoruuyecko neno*). Buepa Ha Isi0-
mang ,AJexo chc-ra.nnmoa B rpapga ce

,PaboTHMYEeCKO aeao”, 4

HOeMBpu 1956 r.
c'bc'rox MHOI‘OXHJ'IHRQH npoTecreH MATHHI g SaRﬂeﬁMﬂBaT arpecopHTe
BH3 BpB3HA OIJIOTO HamaJeHHe cpelny . .
Erircr an Homnen Aurmis . Spanmma| Rabotnichesko Delo Newspaper, 4 [ SByprae, 8 uoessp (Rop.'na ,Pasor
Ha MuTHHra roBopu npeﬂc %maf Ha OKO-

MHBCKAS ag 6 ex

HA"ecKo nesno“). qupa H JHEeC B Byprac
ChBeT an Hnnes. m
. Hsma gect oseu mgfga — Kasa November 1956

"Bypracxl—rre pa6o1'nux.u—l ?

ce CBHCTOAXA MHOIO NPOTECTHH CHOpPaHH:A

At BHbB BPB3Ka C AarPecHBHOTO HamajJeHHe Ha
:8?‘;’_36' e oa' 7 H;epné.,.a :;‘ Hspaen, Aurausa u <Ppangua cpemy Eru-
g‘so.ﬂomxs THTE & B

ner. Ha- oﬁmoaaaéncuo c'pranne B 3aBO
.Teopra JAUMHTPOB" J_’fnea ‘KpaTkara oGea-
Ha nouuBKka Hoppan sues rosopu 3a IMoO-
JIONteHHEeTO B BIHSKHA H3TOK H 3a TIOMJ1M-
Te HaMepeHus Ha HMIIEPHAJNHCTHTE, KOHTO
HcKar aa orHemar oT Eruner CyenxHsa Ka-
HaJ . BCHYKH PaGOTHHIIH ‘U CJIYyMHTEJH C
OTBpalLieHHuEe Baxjelimuxa arpecopHTe. B
usnpareHara mpoTecTHa Teserpama Ao
OOH Te HacrosBaT aga ce fxpe:-cpa'ra't ‘BOEH-
HUTEe neHcTBHA B Ernne’r;
O'bJIaT NOPHIAHU. s
| CBoero BBaMylCHHE

MHOI‘OXI/IZI?IAEH IIpoTeCTeH

. MUTHHT, Muxanaosrpag,
B. ,PaboTHII9eCKO Aea0”, 4 HOEMBPU  Dyofest rally in Mihailovgrad
1956 1.

uule, or sasox ,CranHu®,

BH Maﬁ H mtiy'i‘ft ‘B3aBOAHM H

byprackure paboTHUIIN
3aKaenMsiBaT arpecopmure

Protest rally in Burgas

Aexkaapamms Ha llenTpaanus cbBer

Ha bparapckure npodecnonaanm
CbI031 OT 2 HOeMBpm 1956 1.

Rabotnichesko  Delo  Newspaper, 4
November 1956

Declaration of the Central Council of
Bulgarian Trade Unions, 2 November 1956

JAoay pbrere ot Ernrmer!
Kaszanabk

Protest rally in Kazanlak



In the mid-November 1956, the Bulgarian press publicised announcements about support for Egypt expressed by
the Soviet Union and other countries worldwide. In these circumstances, the government in Sofia promoted the
Soviet ideological framework under Nikita Sergeevich Khrushchev. This framework emphasised the unity of the
Soviet bloc's foreign policy objectives and those of the newly independent states.

B. ,PaboTHI4IecKO aeao”, 6 HoemBpu 1956
I.

Ha arpecnsita cpemy Ermmier TpsioBa ga
Obae ca0KeH Kpari!
JAexaaparpist Ha
IIPaBUTEACTBO
Rabotnichesko Delo Newspaper, 6 November
1956

“Theaggression against Eqypt must end!”
Declaration by the Soviet Government

CbBETCKOTO

Tuse x mawymenne mafyan cpea coeron
H0TO. OfmecTaeN0 MEeHHE AIPECHRTA A MXTe-

B. ,Pa0otHmuecko aeao”, 5 HOeMBpM
1956T.

Ervmerckusar Hapoa He e
oopoOara!

Rabotnichesko Delo Newspaper, 5 November
1956

“The Egyptian people are not alone in their
struggle!”

CaM B

TCUE B DERETEN sopenTE AEACTENR 8 EVNET
B TR IET B P A AR e
RN

Im.un—
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B. ,PaGoTrHmuecko aeao”, 7 Hoemspu 1956
I.

Hapoaure mogkpensr ImpasoTo AeA0 Ha
Ernrmnert!

Rabotnichesko Delo Newspaper, 7 November 1956
“Thepeoples support EQypt’s just cause!”



In 1958, Egypt and Syria united to form the United Arab Republic, making Cairo its capital. The Bulgarian government
officially recognized the value of the formation of the United Arab Republic. A spirit of understanding prevailed in
official bilateral relations during the late 1950s and early 1960s. However, in line with Soviet foreign policy assessments,
the Bulgarian Communist government criticised President Gamal Abdel Nasser’s policies in closed-door forums for two
main reasons. Firstly, Moscow and the entire Soviet bloc did not accept the redrawing of political borders in the Middle
East. Secondly, they did not approve of the exclusion of Syrian communists from power. It was under these
circumstances that criticism of the authorities of the Syrian part of the united republic first appeared in the Bulgarian
press in 1961, containing accusations of the persecution of communists.

Rosa Al-Youssef, 11 November 1958

Nokola Gavrilov, the history-lover Ambassador of Bulgaria’s interview in
2

pages on the bilateral relations: ,My wife translated Tawfik Al-Hakim
works into

Bulgarian”.

la G GKDATH TRDOLT RELLY TATPHOTHTE, ACMORDATHTE
N JGHHTE K pabOTHSeCKoTO Abkwene B OAP

L[eRTPATHHAT CBBET Ha MpodecHo- | BBPUIEHH OT MECTHHTe BAaCTH XBM
HAJNHHTe CBIO3K ¢ M3NDATHA Telerpa- | erHIETCKATE H CHpEficKuTe TarpeoT®
Ma 0 upasATeAcTsoro Ha OGepuue- | H 1EMOKPaTH, Ha} KOHTO o EaJBHCEZ«
garta apalcka penyGaHKa, B KOATO | Ja ONACHOCT O QH3HYECKo VEHIIQ:
OT HMETO Ha PalOTHHIHTE H CAYHH- | HeHHe,

TelliTe B HallaTa CTpaHa NpOTECTH-
Pa DPOTHB MPOH3BOAZ Ha MeCTHHTE
nonunefickn Baactd 8 OAP cupado
3aTBOPHHEIHTE — JEMOKDATH H aKTH-
BHCTR Ha paOTHHYeCHaTa KAaca.
Or npecata cTaBa H3secTHO — Ce
K43Ba B TeAerpaMara, — %4e B 32-

Tlo-roasva gact or 3aropsmmETe-
AEMOKDaTH Ca Ce CpamaBain Oed
CTpall#o  NIPOTHB =
CkaTa arpecid mpes 1956 rogua,
SallHINZBaikkH ¢ OPBAHE B PhEA CBY
G603ata y HE3aBHCHMOCTTA Ha CTpas
HaTa CH, Ha cBOA Hapod. Cera 33

rsopare Ha OAP ce saMupar CTOTH- |Hac e
(¥ TATPEOTH ¥ Aeling, Tas
TOCTABEHH UDH HSBBHPEAHO TEXKH | KBB TEPOP, T2 AODH XKHBOTHT HM @
JCAOBHA H NOAXBBDIEHH Ha NDOH3- | 3acTpailes.
BOAHH Jleficreés oT mectsute Baa-| Tpyjemmre ce 8 Hapogsa pemy-

B. ,PaboTHm4uecko aea0”,9 mapt 1961 r.

+Aa ce TIIpekpatm TepopbT IIPOTUB
NaTpMOTUTEe, AeMOKpaTuTe M AeiliuTe Ha
pabOTHMYeCKOTO ABVDKeHVIe B

OOeannenara apa0cka penyoanka!”
Rabotnichesko Delo Newspaper, 9 March 1961
“Stop the terror against patriots, democrats and
labour movement activists in the United Arab
Republic!”
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Al-Ahram, 20 October 1965

Nasser and the Bulgarian Official Delegation

in Cairo



In the mid-1960s, Bulgaria and Egypt strengthened their economic and trade ties. Bulgaria granted Egypt several
loans and began exporting weapons. A symbol of the strengthening of bilateral relations was the visit of Bulgarian
leader Todor Zhivkov to Cairo in November 1965. This visit was widely covered in the Bulgarian and Egyptian press.

The Bulgarian press highlighted the opportunities for exporting Bulgarian machinery to Egypt, as well as
expressing the Bulgarian government’s interest in taking part in Egypt’s industrialisation. During his visit,
Todor Zhivkov presented the “Georgi Dimitrov” Order to the Egyptian president.

il BBJIr APCKH |

. Toaop HKupkoB TI0CETH TIPOMALIACHH TIDEATIDHATIS
B Xeayan u aydeda b Kaiipo

Hrie npouseede
I dyxu waH

B. ,PaboTHM4ecko aea0”,16 — 21 Hoemspu 1965 1.
bbarapckmsaT KOMyHMCTHMYeCK OPHUIINO3 OTpa3siBa
nocemenneTo Ha Togop JKuskos B Erurtet. ITo Tosn nosoa I'eopru A:karapos cbumMHsIBa CTUXOTBOpEHNE, B
KOeTO Bb3IIsiBa OOpOaTa Ha ObArapckmus 0AM3KOM3TOYEH NapTHbOP 3a He3aBMCMMOCT M 0a1M30CTTa Ha gBaTa
HapoJa.

Rabotnichesko Delo Newspaper, 16 — 21 November 1965

The Bulgarian Communist Party’s official newspaper reported on

Todor Zhivkov's visit to EQypt. On this occasion, Georgi Dzagarov wrote a poem in which he extolled the struggle for
independence of Bulgaria’s Middle Eastern partner and the closeness of the two peoples.




The Egyptian press gave the five-day Todor Zhivkov's visit to Cairo in November 1965 extensive and prominent
coverage, with numerous news reports and analyses on the front pages of major newspapers. President Nasser met
his Bulgarian guest on four separate occasions, hosted him at a private dinner with his family, conferred upon him
the Order of the Nile, Egypt's highest state decoration, and awarded the Order of Excellence First Class to his wife.
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Al-Ahram, 15 —21 November 1965



During the 1960s, cultural and educational relations between Bulgaria and Egypt flourished and took on a variety of
forms. Bulgarian and Egyptian students played a pivotal role in fostering mutual understanding between the two
countries. Creative figures in the arts and culture promoted the achievements of both nations. Meanwhile, the
Bulgarian press provided a steady stream of information about these ties, making Egypt increasingly familiar to

Bulgarian readers.
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B. ,Hapoanaxkyarypa”, 11 roumn 1960r.
Pemmopraxx Ha BuaHaTa Obarapcka
MCTOpUYKa bucrtpa IIBeTKOBa,
rnocseTeH Ha Ermmerckust HalmmoHaaeH
my3ei1 B Kaipo

Narodna Kultura Newspaper, 11 June 1960
Report by the prominent Bulgarian historian
Bistra Tsvetkova, dedicated to the Egyptian
Museum in Cairo
https://newspaper.kultura.bg/bg/archive/view/
1960
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B. ,Hapoanaxkyarypa“, 16 mai 1964 r.
Penopraxx 3a cbBpeMeHHNS KYyATypeH
KIUBOT

Ha Erurner

Narodna Kultura Newspaper, 16 May 1964
Report on contemporary cultural life in Eqypt
https://newspaper.kultura.bg/bg/archive/v
iew/1964
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Peroprax, IocsereH Ha IIbPBOTO
TOCTyBaHe Ha KyKI€eH TeaTpaaeH
c¢beras oT Karpo B Copus

Narodna Kultura Newspaper, 7 November
1964

Report dedicated to the first visit of a
puppet theatre troupe from Cairoto Sofia
https://newspaper.kultura.bg/bg/archivelvie
w/1964



The Bulgarian press covering art and culture reported on cultural events in Bulgaria that promoted Egyptian

achievements, as well as events that demonstrated the Egyptian government’s commitment to preserving and
promoting Egypt’s cultural and historical heritage. T sP ¥ " [
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Penmoprax, mocBeren Ha CpoOmieHmne 3a  m3A0k0a  Ha ,

eTMITeTCKOTO M3KYCTBO I KWHO ChBPeMeHHA ermiercka kepammka B b-,Hapoanakyatypa®, 16 syapn1966r.

Narodna Kultura Newspaper, 15 Codust PeropTax, mocBeTeH Ha IIpeMeCTBAaHETO Ha XpaMOBeTe Ha
January 1966 Narodna Kultura Newspaper, 25 October ~ Pamsecllmna coripyraramy Hedeprapus AGy Cumbea
Report dedicated to Egyptian art 1966 Narodna Kultura Newspaper, 15 January 1966

T Announcement regarding an exhibition of ~ Report dedicated to the relocation of the temples of Ramesses 1l and his
https://newspaper.kultura.bg/bg/arch  contemporary Egyptian ceramics in Sofia wife Nefertari at Abu Simbel o
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During the lead-up to and the Six-Day Arab-Israeli War of June 1967, Bulgaria provided diplomatic and political support
to the Arab states. At the United Nations, the Bulgarian government accused Israel of pursuing an aggressive policy. At the
behest of Moscow, Sofia severed diplomatic relations with Israel in a show of solidarity with its Arab neighbours.
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,BoeHHarTa aBaHTIOpa
TpsA0OBa ga ce rmpexkpaTm”
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CbBETCKOTO
IIpaBUTEACTBO,

6 IoHM 1967 1.

“The military adventure must
be brought to
anend.”
Declaration by
Government,

6 June 1967.
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B. ,PaGoTHnuecko geao”, 6 — 11 roam 1967 r.
Rabotnichesko Delo Newspaper, 6 — 11 June 1967

| Bulérian government

i e
Ha 10 roxm 1967 r. BeCTHMKbHy6AMKyBa AeKaapauI/m
oT MockBa Ha Abp>KaBuUTe OT CbBETCKMsI 010K € IpeAyIIpexaeHne
KbM  VI3paea, Ye ako He  IpeKpaTM = arpecmsra,
,COLMAaAVICTIeCKITe Abp-KaBy, IOAIINCAAV Tasyu JeKAaparpis,
IIle HaITpaBsAT BCMYIKO HeOOXOAMIMO, 3a 4a IIOMOTHAT Ha HapoAuTe
Ha apaOCKiTe CTpaHM 4a AajaT peliyTeleH OTIIOP Ha arpecusita”.
Ha 11 rorm 1967 r. BeCTHMKBT IIyOAMKYyBa CbOONIEHeTO 3a TOBa,
4de bbarapus ckbcBa gunaoMaTnuecky oTHomeHws1 ¢ Vispaea.

On 10 June 1967, the newspaper published a declaration from Moscow by the
Soviet bloc states, which wamed Israel that if it did not cease its aggression,
“the socialist states that have signed this declaration will do everything
necessary to help the peoples of the Arab countries deliver a decisive rebuff to
theaggression”

The following day, the newspaper announced that Bulgaria was severing
diplomatic relations with Israel.




In the late 1960s and early 1970s, Bulgarian-Egyptian relations reached their peak. The stalemate in the Arab-Israeli
conflict and the intensified efforts by Egypt and the international community to find a peaceful resolution to the
conflict fostered the growth of bilateral ties. The scope and forms of economic cooperation expanded. High-level
visits took place in both directions. Educational and cultural exchanges flourished. The press in both countries
reported extensively on the various forms of cooperation. This mutual understanding brought the two nations

closer together.
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B. ,, PaboTHNYecko aeao”,1510am1972r.
CpoOmeHne 3a ycBOsiBaHe Ha
ermrieTrckara

Iy CTMHSI C IOMOIITa Ha ChbBETCKM
CIIeIaancTu

Rabotnichesko Delo Newspaper, 15 July 1972
Report on the cultivation of the Eqyptian
desert with theassistance of Soviet specialists
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Bulgaria was an active promoter of Soviet aid
for Egypt's development and defence.
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B. ,, PaboTHHNYecKO aeao”, 9 roam 1972
I.
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Rabotnichesko Delo Newspaper, 9 June
1972

Announcement of the visit of the EQyptian
Minister of Defence to the USSR
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Al-Ahram, 13 September 1967

On 13 September 1967, Al-Ahram published a six-page supplement on Bulgaria on the occasion of its
twenty-third national holiday, using it as a vehicle of political and economic promotion. The supplement
presented Bulgaria’s historical development, its socialist identity, and the evolution of its relations with
Egypt, while also combining text with abundant photographs and advertisements for Bulgarian firms. It
included promotional material for the XXIII International Fair in Plovdiv, held from 24 September to 3
October 1967, together with advertisements for Torgrafik, SCC Bulgarprod, Electroimpex, BulgarIabac,
Pharmachim, Machinoexport, Balkancar, and Agromachinaimpex. In this respect, the supplement
illustrates how the EQyptian press turned bilateral relations into a public language of visibility, legitimacy,
and commercial exchange.

<

>N

)
c &

1%
£t
i

Fe

it

§

eropricl
P ishenyd
HEON

Tl (A b a 1A

Rosa Al-Youssef, 13 November 1967
Why are there two partiesin Bulgaria?



Thanks to media coverage of political and culturalties and reports on their shared historical past, the Bulgarian and
Egyptian peoples deepened their understanding of one another.

B. ,Hapoana xyarypa”, 26 anpmna
1969.

Cratmss OT BHUAHWA CKYAIITOP
EpHct HemnssecTtrm 3a
BIledyaTAeHVsiTa My OT ITbTyBaHe
A0 Erumner

Narodna Kultura Newspaper, 26 April
1969

Article by the prominent sculptor Ernst
Neizvestny about his impressions of a
trip to Egypt
https://newspaper.kultura.bg/bg/archive/
view/1969
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Narodna Kultura Newspaper, 20 January 1975
Interview with the Minister of Culture Youssef EI-Sebai
https://newspaper.kultura.bg/bg/archive/view/197
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Alongside positive media coverage promoting close political ties, differences began to emerge in the press of both
countries in the early 1970s. The promotion of socialist development and Soviet support was accompanied by veiled
criticism. In 1972, Soviet military experts left Egypt at the request of President Anwar Sadat, and the Bulgarian press
emphasized the contribution of the Soviet military. However, at closed-door Communist party meetings in Sofia,
doubts grew regarding Sadat’s intentions to continue close cooperation with the Soviet bloc.
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B. ,Hapoanakyarypa”, 2
asrycr 1973 r.

PerniopTak, mocseTeH Ha
pa3sBUTIIETO HAa eTUIIETCKU S
Tearbp

Narodna Kultura Newspaper, 2
August1973

Report dedicated tothe
development of Eqyptian theater
https://newspaper.kultura.bg/bg/
archive/view/1973

On July 19, 1972, the
newspaper “Rabotnichesko
Delo” published a report
from the Bulgarian Telegraph
Agency, citing MENA
regarding a statement by
Sadat that “the mission of
the Soviet military
specialists and advisers who
were on Egyptian territory
at Egypt’s request had ended
on July 17.” The report cited
“our high appreciation for
the enormous assistance
provided to us by the USSR
and our ardent desire to

maintain friendship with the
USSR.”



Bulgaria officially supported Egypt throughout the October 1973 Arab-Israeli War, providing political and diplomatic
support, as well as weapons. However, Egypt’s desire to seek a resolution to the conflict with Israel through direct
negotiations conflicted with the strategy of the Soviet bloc, which aimed to resolve Arab-Israeli issues comprehensively
through Soviet mediation. In this context, while political cooperation between Bulgaria and Egypt continued in the
mid-1970s, underlying tensions began to emerge. Under these circumstances, in July 1974 Anwar Sadat visited Bulgaria,
an event widely covered by the press in both countries.
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In the second half of the 1970s, relations between the Soviet Union and Egypt gradually worsened. In search of solutions to
Egypt’s national priorities, President Anwar Sadat held talks with Israeli and US leaders. In 1977, Sadat visited Israel. In
September 1978, under U.S. mediation, the leaders of Israel and Egypt signed key agreements at Camp David, paving the
way for Israel’sfirst peace treaty with an Arab state in 1979.

Against this backdrop of unfavourable developments from the perspective of the Soviet bloc, Bulgarian-Egyptian relations
deteriorated. The Bulgarian Communist leadership’s hidden resentment was exposed in the Bulgarian press. Kept in the dark
about the true assessments of the Bulgarian leadership, Bulgarian readers were bombarded with criticism of Egypt in 1978
with focus on the criticism in the Arab circles.

Alongside
. disappointment at
Underthe headline 3 N Underthe PPO .
T arosop i the anti-Soviet
Resistance to the IIDOTHE apabuT headline “A "
) ) stance of a
Triple Conspiracy at Y % < Conspirac 2 ” f
A. H. Moxamey 3a niakosete Ha CAII[ o p y r ; tra d lt‘lonal l
Camp David”’ OTHOINEHHe Ha BJH3KHA H3TOK A ainst the ‘ F p a JI, JHIIIEeH a4 . y
Rabotnichesko Delo CEEMT domomen (TACC). #ipay e o1 mrmnamers Ag bs.”"Raboti P ~oT _panocr friendly country,
pBKOBORUTEHTE HA  apalcKuTe  naak MHUKHOIBH raser': ai] o
newsp aper reported E:-?::P:B‘:mﬁ:“::m';h;:;g% cx%oagn;mz;o:: m[”le\r:(u h rak S’D la 0 nlc = pasiaarany ce PPMK 3% Bulgaman Tea ders
kil Ne c:ou‘:)ﬂ:e'(m;a = Hacep Moxawes, amepukan: _/,\(émpo" e 3‘.’:.";‘;-.‘ ':Ea—:
on the protests e et S g L | TESKO Z7EE0 Lol 2 | were shocked by the
Bl 10 & 3828 ce RN (n< ::nsz:yr::::‘r:u":u uv;f?.u'):uzv: : 4
. 0p 12 arouga wporsn apes. BRI 1 Npene ne.zws;.a s “true reality” o
against the B e e e w | NIGNHIighted - -
T S0 orummatm UGS o s et Arab Cairo f or the f 1rst
Ten HA C3HIEHTCKHS Chaer BAMH00CBOBOARTEAHOTO  ABHKe- . .
Is i S e et e o | 170 . time when, in
- xavex 8 mmpmo npa1 JHBaH- ::ma ;"Tmm?“::é‘:;‘; Ha-
e et o G| ASSessMents of October 1978, the
erritories. s TS R LIRSy b the United
- Pl aimtt sas e o newspaper
imformed about the fosions 2o e e % | Gt foG” & P )
hard stance aeainst T B — Rabotnichesko
a a c uga = ﬂ&“‘ﬁ"‘mp&: %m"i‘:’ms"m;“mp? dangerousplans Delo” reported that
the negotioations, e o o el regarding the “Cairo i
ublicly exvressed b E.*&r:‘::*’::: e B. ,PaboTHITUeCKO airois a
p yexp Y Middle East. . decavine city”. a
Arab communists Aeao”,16 okromepm  decaymgcity-, ¢
B. ,PabGoTHiudecko aeao”, . 1p. 1ot B. ,PaboTHMUYeCcKO aea0”, 1978 . situation resulting
. . ’ Q
3 okTOMBpM 1978 1. 5 oktomBpm 1978 1. Rabotnichesko Delo from Sadat’s policy
Rabotnichesko Delo Rabotnichesko Delo Newspaper, 16 October of tolerating social

Newspaper, 3 October 1978 Newspaper, 5 October 1978 1978 inequalities.



The Bulgarian and Egyptian press presented conflicting facts and assessments regarding the cause of the arson attack on the
Bulgarian embassy in Cairo in December 1978, and who was responsible for severing diplomatic relations that same month.

According to Al-Ahram, the President
ordered action against Bulgarian Embassy
personnel after they assaulted the family of
a Ministry of Electricity undersecretary at
their Zamalek residence, and the diplomats
were also reported to have fired shots and
resisted surrendering the suspects and
weapons. Within days, Cairo announced the
severance of diplomatic relations with
Bulgaria, the handover and subsequent
evacuation of the Embassy building, and the
departure of Bulgarian diplomats. Egyptian
coverage thus framed the crisis not as an
unprovoked attack on Bulgaria, but as the
outcome of a concrete diplomatic and legal
dispute that escalated rapidly into a
complete rupture in bilateral relations. The
late 1970s transformed these hidden
tensions into open confrontation, as
economic disappointment and political
realignment erased the fragile balance that
had sustained bilateral contact.
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Al-Ahram,5,6,9 December 1978

The Bulgarian
Telegraph Agency
published on 4
December 1978 a
condemnatory report
regarding an attack
organised by the
Egyptian authorities
against the Bulgarian
Embassy in Cairo.
According to the

B. ,PabGoTHMuecko geao”, Ag ency, the attack

4 aexemspnm 1978 1. involved Egyptian

Rabotnichesko Delo citizens, police and
Newspaper, 4 December 1978 military personnel.
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B. ,PaGoTHUYeECcKO aeao”,
18 aexemspm; 1978 1.
Rabotnichesko Delo Newspaper,
18 December 1978



After the severance of diplomatic relations, references to Bulgaria in the Egyptian press became extremely rare until 1988,
despite the restoration of diplomatic relations in December 1984. Most of these were brief notices rather than substantial
coverage. Bulgaria was no longer presented as an active political or diplomatic partner but appeared only marginally.

Resembling the Egyptian approach, Egypt and the Egyptian nation largely disappeared from Bulgarian media
discourse in the 1980s. The state-controlled press mainly covered Bulgarian economic activities in Egypt and continued
criticizing the Egyptian alignment with the American foreign policy in the Middle East. However, information about the
achievements of Egyptian writers, sculptors, filmmakers and other cultural figures kept the bridge of mutual
understanding between the Egyptian and Bulgarian peoples alive.
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In the 1980s, the most important turning point came in July 1988, when Suzanne Mubarak, the Egyptian President’s
wife, paid an 80-hour visit to Sofia, prompting Sabah Al-Kheir to devote a seven-page supplement to the event. The
visit marked a visible thaw in bilateral relations, as it brought together high-level political symbolism and carefully
staged cultural diplomacy: Suzanne Mubarak met Todor Zhivkov and Malina Stambolski, gave an extended
interview to Bulgarian television, visited schools in Sofia, and took part in the “Flag of Peace” conference. More than
a ceremonial gesture, the trip signaled that the two countries were now working to replace the lingering Cold War
distance with a more pragmatic and mutually accommodating relationship, one in which public visibility, personal
diplomacy, and cultural exchange became instruments for easing political friction and redefining bilateral contact.
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Sabah Al-Kheir, 21 July 1988



In the 1990s and early 2000s, Egyptian-Bulgarian relations were reframed by post-Cold War changes, democratic

transition, and renewed cultural and economic contacts.
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Al-Sharg Al-Awsat, 15 March 2007
Thefirst child in Bulgaria in thelast 70 years
for the former royal family.




Designers of the exhibition:

> Assoc. Prof. Dr. Nadya Filipova (Institute for Historical Studies, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences; Department
of Arabic and Semitic Studies, Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”)

> Dr. habil. Abdallah Abdel-Ati Al-Naggar (Academy of Scientific Research and Technology, Egypt — E6tvos
Lorand University, Hungary)

> Assoc. Prof. Dr. Simona Samuilova (Institute for Historical Studies, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences)

> Senior Asst. Prof. Dr. Krustyo Yordanov (Institute for Historical Studies, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences)

The exhibition is part of the joint research project “Beyond the Boundaries of Time and Space: Bulgaria and Egypt
in the Dynamics of Transformations in the Middle East”. The project is being implemented during the period 2025-
2027 by the Institute for Historical Studies at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences and Damanhour University under
a bilateral agreement between the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences and the Egyptian Academy of Scientific Research
and Technology (Project No. IC-EG/10/2025-2027).
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