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The competition procedure

The competition for the academic position of Associate Professor in Professional Field
2.2 “History and Archaeology,” Scientific Specialty ‘“Documentation, Archival Studies,
Paleography (including Historiography and Source Studies),” for the Section “Auxiliary
Historical Sciences and Informatics” at the Institute of Historical Studies, Bulgarian Academy of
Sciences, was announced in the State Gazette, No. 55 of 16 June 2026. The competition
procedure has been conducted in full compliance with the zpplicable statutory and institutional
regulations, including the Regulations on the Condit ons and Procedure for the Acquisition of
Scientific Degrees and the Occupation of Academic Positions at the Institute of Historical
Studies, the Law on the Development of Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria, and the
regulations for its implementation. Dr. Konstantin Golev is the sole candidate in the competition.
He has submitted all the documents required under the applicable regulations and meets the
established minimum requirements for scientific and research achievements. His application is
accompanied by the relevant documentation, including a report on his individual scientometric
indicators, a list of publications and citations, a state nent outlining his principal scientific

contributions, and copies of the publications submittzd for evaluation.
















University of Vienna, the Slovak Academyv of Sciences, Comenius University in Bratislava, the

University of Athens, and others.

Critical Remarks and Recommendations

In some of his theses, Golev demonstrates a teadency towards ecological and economic
determinism, sometimes leaving the role of the humar factor, cultural, and religious identity in
the background. His analysis of alliances as entirely pragmatic relationships sounds convincing
but neglects possibilities for ideological, personal, and emotional loyalty. The author's style is at
times dense and terminologically demanding, while the geographical focus of his research is
concentrated primarily on the western periphery of the Mongo! world - the Balkans, Crimea, and
Rus, with the eastern regions occupying . more secondary position. The noted remarks do not
diminish the high scientific value of the research but rather outline pathways for future balancing
in Dr. GoleV's studies.

Conclusion

The overall impression and assessment of the scholarly output submitted by the candidate
is that of a productive medievalist with a clearly definzd scholarly profile over the past decade.
Dr Konstantin Golev demonstrates a sour:d command of th= auxiliary historical sciences through
his critical engagement with diverse sources, ranging rom Rus' chronicles to numismatic
evidence, and through his ability to combine these materials with approaches drawn from social
and environmental history. He is among those historians who seek to transcend local and
national frameworks and to situate Bulgarian history within the broader Eurasian processes of
the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. H's studies of the ecology of warfare, nomadic
diplomacy, representations of ,,the Other’’ in chronicles, and the political system of the Golden
Horde demonstrate sustained scholarly effort and a strong analytical approach.

In view of the high scholarly standard of his publications, the convincing international
reception and citation of his work, and his innovative approach to the study and interpretation of

the past, I strongly support the appointment of Dr Kor stantin Golev to the/academic position of

Associate Professor.
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