




















“opening” to the West. The use of newl; discovered archival funds, especially from the French
side, which are inaccessible to many Bulgarian researchers, increases the scientific conttibution
value of the study. Moreover, the book offers a new reading of the period, which is not limited to
official propaganda, but examines the ¢al mechan sms of interaction. This makes the work a
valuable resource for histonans, politic:l scientists, and students interested in the international
relations of the Balkans during the Cold War. Last but not least, Irina Grigorova’s monograph
establishes Bulgaria as an mmportant chbject of French foreign policy and demonstrates the
complexity of diplomatic games in an etz of global confronration.

The work was published in 2026 by the BAS Publishing House “Prof. Marin Drinov,” which
is another guarantee of the high academic quality of the publication. The book has been reviewed

by leading specialists in the fieic.
5. Conclusion regarding the application

Based on the submitted documentation and scientific research, as well as my personal
impressions of Chief Assistant Professo: Dr. Inna Grigorova and her work in her capacity as a
researcher with long and rich research experence, 1 lelieve that she is a promising young scholar
with significant potential in the field of contempor:ry Bulgarian history and, more specifically,
that related to Bulgaria’s foreign policy arul internatic nal rclations during the Cold War.

From this point of view, I believe taat Chief Assistan: Professor Dr. Irina Grigorova fully
meets the requitements for holding the 1cademic position of “Associate Professor,” formulated
in the LDASRB, in the Regulation for its Implemen-ationn (RILDASRB), and accordingly in the
Regulations for the conditions and procedure for acquiring scientific degrees and holding
academic positions at the IHS-BAS.

As a member of the scientfic jury in }is competition, | stronglv recommend to the esteemed
members of the Scientific Council of th: IHS-BAS o elcct Chief Assistant Professor Dr. Irina
Georgieva Grigorova to the position of “Associate I'rofessor” in Professional Field 2.2 History

and Archaeology, Scientific Specialty “ldistory of dulgaria,” for the needs of the IHS-BAS,
Section “Contemporary Bulgarian Histor.”
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