

















2. Overcoming the dualistic optics of bipolarity by bringing the “middle powers” back into
the analysis with a reasoned approach. The French case is presented not as a derivative of
American policy, but as an independen: line of conduct with its own logic.

3. A well-founded thesis about thz primacy o cultural diplomacy over economic diplomacy
in the Bulgarian case, derived not declaratively, but from the structural connection of the Bulgarian
economy with the CMEA, which predetermines the narrow boundaries of every French economic
undertaking.

4. Highlighting Francophonie and Francopl ilia as a long-term, historically accumulated
resource that ensures Bulgaria's continuity of politi:al d alogue with Paris - unlike other countries
in Central and Eastern Europe.

5. Consistent insertion of the Bulgarian case ‘nto a regional comparative framework
(Yugoslavia, Greece, Romania, Turkey), which allows the specificity of Sofia to be measured, not
just declared.

6. Reconstructing the mechanisins through which cultural and economic diplomacy are
assembled into a single instrument — from protocol: for the stay of heads of state to the binding of
trade agreements to quotas for books aid films.

7. Explaining the failure of French economic expansion in the region in the 1980s through
the loyal application of COCOM restrictions — a conclusion that has significance beyond the
Bulgarian case.

8. The specific business cases in “he appendi> are also of a beneficial nature, combining the
diplomatic and business perspectives and offering « new explanation of a well-known plot.

8. Conclusion

The habilitation thesis submitted for the com setition is an independent, mature and original
study, built on a solid archival foundation and organized around a clearly formulated thesis. Dr.
Irina Grigorova is well-versed in the historiographv on the topic — Bulgarian and foreign — works
precisely with documents and is able to draw generalizations without imposing them on the
material. Along with her other scientific publicaticns, her project and expert activities, the thesis
shows a researcher with an establishec and recogrizable profile, whose results fill a real gap in
research on Bulgarian foreign policy ari the Cold 'War in the Balkans.

Based on everything stated so far, the scientif:c contributions of the candidate and the results
of the presented scientometric report, I give my positive assessment and will confidently vote
"FOR" the election of Senior Assistant Professor Dr. Irina Georgieva Grigorova to the academic
position of "Associate Professor" in professional field 2.2. History and Archaeology, scientific
specialty "History of Bulgaria", for the needs of the: "Centemporary Bulgarian History" section at
the Institute for Historical Studies - BAS.

I suggest that the esteemed scientific jury ma<e a ecision in the same sense.
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Sofia Assoc. Prof. Hristo Berov, PhD ‘



