











The remarks made do not diminish the significance of the monograph. I believe that Dr.
Golev has put in considerable effort a:nd has tracked down, analyzed, and synthesized a vast
amount of historical sources and stuciies. The result is a high-quality academic study that
presents a vivid picture of steppe Eurasia and the processes related to the development, rise,

and fall of the political organizations of the Cumans and ths Mongols.

The remaining studies and articles submitted fcr the competition examine topics related to
the issues discussed in the habilitation :hesis. In them, he conducts a detailed study of the data
on the Cumans in the earliest sources of Kievan Rus. He examines the presence of the Kipchaks
in the Crimea, comparing their behavior with that in other regions, such as the Balkans, and
presents and analyzes their "Bulgarophilia." He clarifies the causes of their refugee waves,
examines the Mongol invasion, and th= military organizations of both Cumans and Mongols.
He focuses his attention on the development of the urban centers of Jend and Syghnak along
the Syr Darya River, using them to reveal the relations between the Cumans and the Aishtegnid
dynasty. He brings clarity to the terminology related to the Mongols, their empire, the Golden
Horde, the Tatars in Bulgarian historicgraphy, and analyzes in detail the conflict between the
Ilkhanids (Hulaguid state) and the Jochids. He also addresses the well-known case of the
assassination of Chaka, where the author concludes that the Bulgarian ruler Theodore Svetoslav
followed the traditional Mongol practice prohibiting the shedding of "royal" blood when

eliminating descendants of Genghis Khan.

To the serious academic production presented so far, which has also been proven by the large
number of citations by scholars from all over the world, one can add a number of visits and
lectures at prestigious institutes and universities abroad, as well as his numerous media
appearances. The candidate's research activity fully complies with the requirements for
occupying the academic position of "Associate Profzssor" according to the Law for the
Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and the Regulations for its
implementation. In view of all of the above, I conficently propose to the esteemed jury to award
the academic position of "Associate Professor" to Dr. Konstantin Valeriev Golev in
professional field 2.2. History and Archaeology, scientific specialty Documental Studies,

Archival Science, Paleography (incl. Historiography and Historical Source Studies).
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